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Baden Powell at the “Musikhalle”  
 
Musical Quotes from the treasure chest and a present 
 

Baden Powell, the figurehead of Brazil when it comes to guitars, managed to recover after a 
break of several years. Unlike  his comeback in last fall at the Audimax in Hamburg his 
Concert at the “Musikhalle” was a huge success in a full house. Wearing a white suit, Baden 
Powell played without any show effects, feeling save and with a full tone. Just like in the old 
days. The first part he played as a soloist, took some from the musical treasure that made him 
to the demigod between Folklore and Jazz. But still: the actual star was the percussionist Airto 
Moreira who showed his mastery on his own at first and then kept on playing as a Duo with 
Powell. 
Airto is a true Derwisch, an athlete of the rhythm who seems to be playing with witchcraft on 
his brightly coloured Intrumentarium while getting standing ovations and causing some laughs 
in the audience. 
He seems to get rhythm out of everything he can get in his hands: from nosepipes and his own 
voice to his big drum-set and just everything else that would be considered the toll of a 
percussion magician. 
Powell could have needed him to clean his image but the fact that he actually brought him with 
him was a real gift: Music that is just fun. A great contrast to the melancholic prevailing mood 
of the guitarist. 
 
We thank Max (Germany) for his translation. 
 

 


